The history of the ICS began with the creation of the Department of Social Research (GIS-Gabinete de Investigações Sociais). Founded in 1962 by Adérito Sedas Nunes, a charismatic figure of Portuguese sociology, the GIS had a considerable impact, despite its lack of resources and its limited number of researchers. Análise Social (Social Analysis), the first - and still today the most respected - social science journal in Portugal, was launched in 1963 and went on to publish numerous studies on the country’s economic and social development. In the mean time, renowned sociologists such as Henri Mendras and Alain Touraine joined the as-yet embryonic team of researchers. By 1970, the total number of researchers at the GIS had not grown beyond half a dozen.
    The social sciences blossomed in Portugal following the political changes of 1974. Benefiting from the return of numerous exiles, the GIS expanded its staff and diversified its research. Alongside its original disciplines, it strengthened its work on epistemological and methodological questions and on the recent history of Portugal, contributing to a deeper understanding of contemporary problems. Other innovations during this period included the organisation of large-scale symposiums on specific themes, an area in which the GIS was a pioneer and which led to the publication of several groundbreaking works: 19th Century Portugal (1979); The Workers’ Movement (1981); the Formation of Contemporary Portugal (1981); and Women in Portugal (1985). The growth in Portugal of scientific publishing, a key characteristic of the GIS, began at this time.
    In 1982, the GIS was integrated into the University of Lisbon, satisfying a pressing need for institutional consolidation. Renamed the Institute of Social Sciences (ICS-Instituto de Ciências Sociais) and with a permanent staff of 21 researchers, it remained under the direction of Sedas Nunes, maintaining its essential characteristics. However, this period also marked the beginning of two decades of growth and transformation. The ICS was rejuvenated through the hiring of new staff and, in addition to history and sociology, ventured into new areas, including anthropology, human geography and social psychology. By 1990, it employed 36 fulltime researchers.

    The 1990s were marked, above all, by large investments in formalising the Institute’s teaching activities. The first Masters in Social Sciences course, of an inter-disciplinary nature, was held in 1992. The two areas of specialization for this initial course were “Culture and Social Change” and “the History and Sociology of Power”; other Masters courses followed over the years. Doctoral programmes were launched in 2000, with specialisations in the Institute’s main subject areas: sociology, historical sociology, political sociology and social and cultural anthropology. Demand has been strong for both the Masters and doctoral courses. Approximately 100 students, twenty per cent from overseas, currently attend the ICS’s Masters and doctoral courses.
    It was also in the 1990s (1998) that, in addition to the publication of Análise Social, the ICS created its own publishing house, Imprensa de Ciências Sociais, which had the effect of putting the social sciences permanently on the map in terms of the Portuguese publishing world.

    The early years of the new millennium were marked by three important moments for the ICS. In 2002, it signed a contract with the state that established the Institute as an Associated Laboratory and provided it with the human and material resources essential to begin the expansion phase that is currently underway. A prerequisite for this contract was the classification of the ICS as an Institution of Excellence, a distinction attributed by Portugal’s Science and Technology Foundation following international assessment. In 2003, the ICS was at last able to move into its attractive new building, which was specially designed for its activities. This made it possible for the Institute to develop a broad range of activities that had previously been impossible.
